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ORDINANCE, iqdo 
No. I OF i960 

Promulgated by the President in the Eleventh Year of the 

Republic of India. 

An Ordinance to provide for the maintenance of certain 
essential sendees and the normal life of the community. 

. Whereas Parliament is not in session and the President is satisfied 
that circumstances exist which render it necessary for him to take 
immediate' action;. 

Now, therefore, jn exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) 
of article,, 123 of the Constitution, the President is pleased to 
promulgate the following Ordinance: — 

L (1) This Ordinance may be called the Essential Services Short tittle. 
Maintenance Ordinance, 1960. 311(1 

(2) It extends tadhe whole of India: ment. 

■provided that, it -shall not apply to the State of, Jammu and 
KfflSlmw -except to the exte nt to which the previsions of this Ordi¬ 
nance relate to Unionemplbyees. 

0) U ihalTeome intb lotce atTftrce. 


L$69) 
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2. ( 1 ) In this Ordinance- 

fa) “essential service” means— 

(i) any postal, telegraph or telephone service; 

(ii) any railway service or any other transport service 
for the carriage of passengers or goods by land, water or air; 

(Hi) any service connected with the operation or 
maintenance of aerodromes, or with the operation, repair or 
maintenance of aircraft,' 

(w) anv service connected with the loading, unloading, 

movement or storage or lottos in any port; 

( v ) any service connected with the clearance of goods or 
passengers through the customs or with the prevention of 

smuggling; 

(in) any service in any mint or security press; 

,(bh) «eromi Byw ay hc witc i l 1 ■ -egnrmishment of the 

Government of India; 

(inti) any service which the Central Government, being 
of opinion that strikes therein would prejudicially affect the 
maintenance of any public utility service or would result 
in the infliction of grave hardship on the community may, 
by notification in the Official Gazette, declare to be an 
essential service for the purposes of this Ordinance; 

(b) “strike” means the cessation of work by a body of 
persons employed in any essential service acting in combination 
or a concerted refusal or a refusal under a common understand¬ 
ing of any number of prisons who are or have been so employed 
10 cunuiiuo to work or to acu-pi <_■ 111 jj k ) y mein. 

(2) Every notification issued under sub-clause (viii) of clause (a) 
of sub-section (I) shall bo laid before each House of Parliament as 
soon as may be after it is made, and shall cease to operate at the 
expiration of forty days from the re-assembly of Parliament unless 
before the cxpliation of that period a resolution approving the 
of the notification is passed by boxn nouses 01 t'arliament. 

■Explanation thagHaw—afuJarliamgnt are summoned to 

rc-assemble on different dates, the period of forty days shall be 
Xflcka»ed "from theHater -Of' those dates. 

3, - (iy If the Central Government is satisfied tha+ the nubile 
mreresi it is necessary or expeOieWf BtTto do, It may, by genpral_or 

'<ora®r, prohibit strikes m anv. essential specifiecL-m 

the Order. 
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(2) An Order made under sub-section (I) shall be published in 
such manner as the Central Government considers best calculated 
to bring it to the notice of the persons affected by the Order. 

(3) An Order made finder sub-section (1) shall be in force for 
six months only, but the Central Government may, by a like Order, 
extend it tor any perfect not exceeding six months if it is satisfied 
that in the public interest it is necessary or expedient so to do. 

(4) Upon the issue of an Order under sub-sectipu (I),— 

(a) no person employed in any essential service 
the ureter'relates snail go or remain Uil 

(b) any strike declared or commenced, whether before «r 
after the issue cf the Order, by persons employed in any such 
service shall be illegal. 

4. Any person who commences a strike which is illegal under Penalty for 
this Ordinance or goes or remains on, or otherwise takes part in, 
any such strike shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to 
two hundred rupees, or with both. 


5. Any person who instigates, or incites other persons to take Penalty for 
part in, or otherwise acts in furtherance of, a strike which is illegal c^ 1Eatl °“ J 
under this Ordinance shall be punishable with imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend 
to one thousand rupees, or with both. 


6, Afty person who knowingly expends or supplies any mpney Penalty fot 
in furtherance or support of a strike which is illegal under this l^aid ^to 
Ordinance shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which ib effd 
may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees, or with both, 


7. Notwithstanding anything contained-in the Code of Criminal Power to 
procedure, rfftfl^ny pc4ic?»»eiScer,unay arrest without waiiam any 0Ul Wttmin , 
pe»ifion-who is reasonably su&pqgtcd of h a vin t f - nrimm itted- any e&fm££L 
udder this Gftiiaanew 
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8. The provisions of this Ordinance and of any Order issued 
thereunder shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent 
therewith contained in the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, or in any J4 of 1947.* 
other law for the time being in force. 


RAJENDRA PRASAD, 
Presiderit. 


G. R. RAJAGOPAUL, Secy. 
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